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Abstract: Paolo Di Lucia and Lorenzo Passerini with their new book on Kelsen have given a
new impulse to the revival of the interest in Kelsen’s thought under way among legal
philosophers in Italy. This should not be interpreted, however, as a return to Kelsen, because
the legal philosopher is nowadays seen not as a standard of what is orthodox in the field of legal
theory, but as a valuable source of insights, theoretical intuitions and, occasionally, mistakes.
In this new perspective, a comparison between Kelsen and Searle on social ontology is a worthy
pursuit, and Di Lucia and Passerini show how this intellectual exercise might be developed
fruitfully.
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