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Abstract: At the origin of American antiformalism in the early 20th century, the legal doctrine of Oliver 

Wendell Holmes is the subject of a new volume. The prestigious judicial activity and prolific scholarly 

production are the main cornerstones of this comprehensive approach to the Holmesian jurisprudence. The 

research opens up new interpretative perspectives on both the impact of philosophical pragmatism in American 

legal culture and the progressive thought that developed within its framework. 
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