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Abstract: Although Western constitutionalism arose, first and foremost, as a claim of rights against power, 

nowadays this claim has been taken to extremes, endangering the main achievements of this cultural 

movement. This contribution analyzes, critically, some of these trends, suggesting an alternative approach that 

emphasizes the importance of certain concepts (duties, unity, formal equality, political decision-making) that 

are underestimated in the current debate. 
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