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Women, Citizens: from Words to Equality. Sidenotes on a Recent Book about Olympe 

de Gouges 

Abstract: The French writer and playwright Olympe de Gouges (1748-1793) is one of 

the many women forgotten by historiography. Author of the Déclaration des droits de 

la femme et de la citoyenne, she made freedom of speech and the correct use of words 

her political manifesto. The book by Annamaria Loche, La liberté ou la mort, allows 

us to rediscover an interesting and current feminist classic by retracing de Gouges’s 

political and legal work. 
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