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Is Philosophy Knowledge of History? 

Abstract: Whether or not the analytic/continental divide in philosophy is tenable in theory, it certainly 

was very conspicuous in Italy in the second half of the last century. Moreover, there appears to be no 

reason to think that the scenario is going to change much in the future. Unlike present day analytic 

philosophers, Italian continental philosophers think that philosophy is not in the business of providing 

theories of phenomena that are true to the facts. They look askance at the very notion of truth, much 

as it was usual to do in the first two or three decades of the twentieth century. 
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